Dealing with  Burden ed Past:
The Case of Indonesia



Take the Cold War, for instance. Growing evidence indsdai@ some human rights
abwses in Indonesia since 1945 heldse connection with the Cold War tension
between the Capitalist bloc led by the tédi States and the Commsinsideunder the
leadership of the Soviet UnioRear of the United States and its allies of the spread of
communism compelled Washington to get involved in the suppression of communism
in Indonesia. As a result, human rights abuszsirred United State/ § VXSSRUW IRU WHEK
regional rebellion of the PRRI and Permesigainst the Indonesian central
governmentn the 1950s waan obviousexample. During this period, many cases of
human rights abuses took pladeie to the American involvement such as the
bombing of civilians.The reason for US support for the rebels was an assumption that
the Indusial central government was communiSimilar abuse®ccurredwhen the

U.S. reversed its position and supported the Indonesian govermftentealizing



military) that were ready toollaborate and teerve the interestsf the Westand with

it servingtheir own interests.

It is important to note that along with the marginalizatiorsotiet influence and the

suppression






in carrying out the order He was even able to set up a better government that
eventually replaced th@nhcompetent government oPresidenSukarno. This veren
of the story also giveimpression that due to JUDUQRYV PXOWLS@H 3VLQV™ |

the sinsof his supportery



sadisticvillains were civilian. For the New Order government this kind of monument

is necessanat least for some several reaso(e):. that there is a close assdma

EHWZHHQ W K Hpahtawaa)ahl khilik&y personne(p) that in the October 1,
PLOLWDU\ RSHUDWLRQ ODXQFKHG E\ WKH 36HSWHPEH

merely a



past, but alsdo practicesof violence and human rights abuses that took places
recent time such ashosethat took placesince the fall of the &harto government in
1998. Many Indonesians tend tdisregardthe background of those eventhe
motives anddentity of the key perpetratorsor even the suffering of the victimis
almost all of such cases, even if there pegpetratorghat are brought to justice,

usuall they are military personnel police officers from the lower rank.

It is very rare (not to say never) thpgrsons from high levelositions are being held
responsiblein a fair system of justicéor acts ofviolence that they hadaused or

within their responsibility.This kind of situation was upsetting, bafter a whie it

seems thapeople get used band think RI LW DV VRPHWGEd§quém@R UPDO”

it is not difficult to understand whgobody has ever been held responsible for the
mass killings and detention that occurred in 1965 and aftervé all know, Bnost

no onefrom high government positioar high military command that wasut on trial

for all kinds ofatrocitiesdone to the people of Timor Leste (East Timor) when it was
under Indonesian occupation from 1975 to 19Bither was anybody from a
prominent position charged fothe countlesshuman lives that were lost the mass
violence inTanjung Priok (1984)the Moluccas (1992002), Aceh (1992004), or
morerecently in West Papua. And thisuld mearthat if today or tomorrow similar

acts of violene or human right abuses happeagain there is no guarantethat
someone will be prosecuted or held responsible. This especially applies to violence

that has some religious or military elemearta combination of both.

It is important © note that the ctdctive memorieshat are partial and mgulated are

still being usedeventoday, years after Presidenoe XDUWRYfV 1HZ 2UGHU
endedn May of 1998 During the national election of 2004 and local election of 2005

in some places people still codde publidisplayof banners warninghe people of

%he latent danger of communisiforty years after the PKin
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Truth and Reconciiation Commission

Furtherimpactof the amnesia of history is the lack of seriousness in the part of the
governmentin dealing with WK H F R Bugderdd \gdast.Justfying itself as being
3IXWRUHH,QMW Havérnment put little attention and effort dscus openly

problems of the past that still have gre@apactto the present.Thanks to pressure



createdThe list of sekcted candidates hhsen in the hand of the President for a long
time, bUDQQRXQFHPHQW RI ILQDO OLVWvaheVéknthdE.RPPLV VLR Q

Just and Democratic

Looking at the politicabnd economiaincertainties of Indonesia todaynarred with
rampant corruption, collusion and nepotishthe coutry needs a system of
governmenthat is based othe principa$ of political ethics. This could bdone by
promoting political practices that payeal attention to theneed andwelfare ofthe
people.For this the people themselves need to understand their own history as a
nation.Understanding history ian importantstartingpoint for a political life batis

not merely submissive to the will of the governmentor power elite This

understanding of history 1secessary



